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CER: Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers! 

: Theme 

CER: In Madison, Wisconsin, stands the Forest Producta Laboratory 

He Forest Service, overlooking the blue waters of Lake Mendota. A fine 

mM building, it has been called Madison's “House of Magic." Here, in 

al peace time, important research is carried on....research in the 

Bement of forests for bigger and better yields, research in the 

lopment of wood uses for the public good and toward a better national 
omy....Today, in war time, there is unusual frenzied activity within the 
tory. Men are working away at wood here who are re-living the frantic 

} of the last war when the Laboratory ran all day and all night, meeting 
Army and Navy requests for wood-utilization information which demanded 

re s at the earliest possible moment. It was in this Laboratory, during 
First World War that, among other important accomplishments, a succeceful 
M-drying schedule was developed for spruce plank essential for our 

planes, allowing seasoning of the material in from 20 to 45 days instead of 
one to two years required for less satisfactory air-seasoning. Here, once 
in, officials of our armed forces and men of science work to utilize wood 
ite fullest and in its best form as material for our modern war machine... 
e hosts of other sclentific establishments, the men and machinery of the 
est Products Laboratory today are doing their full share in the war effort. 
Now for another vieit to the Pine Cone National Forest. ‘There's a 
i homey atmosphere in the living room of the Ranger Station thie cold, 

lary night. Ranger Jin Robbins and his assistant Jerry Quick are taking © 
pleasant fire and Jim's wife, Bess, and Jerry's sweetheart, Mary Halloway, 


buey knitting. Here they are ----~ 
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; Page 5 
My, but you're all quiet tonight. What are you thinking about, 
Jim? | 
The year ahead, Bees...and the years past. 

What about them, Mr, Robbins? 

Well, frankly, I was thinking about what a happy life Bess and me 
have had together all these years, everything considered, 

That's sweet, Jim. 

Mebbe so, but it‘s true, Bess. All around us through the years 
there's been conflict and turmoil of one kind or another. We've 
never let it throw us off balance, 

I think that's because you and “rs, Robbine are pretty special 
people, Mr, Robbins. 

No, I don't think so, Mary, There's millions of families like 
ours all over the country, doing their daily Job and living 
happily and wanting nothing more than to be at peace within the 
family circle and with everybody outside, 

I agree with you, Jim. 

Seems to me if we could translate some of the sincerity and 
coodness that exists in the average American family into conduct 
between the Nations of this world we'd finally get that 
everlasting peace we've been praying for all these years and tra’ 
we're fighting for today....1'm just hoping the coming year 
brings use closer to that kind of peace. 

4nd I'll say Amen to that, Jim.... 

Yes, and I, too....How about you, Jerry? 


m bos see stil yqqad a Jaerdw tuods snbintd? enw I eLaines t 
botodienoo antddyreve ,atsey eacdi iis weiitoso2 5 bet ovad 
att teows, atsasl ny a | 
atney od? dqworttts au Davots fh eased ours afst dud 08 eddeM wits 
ov ew seenonee: to Hutt eno to LLomiws Has toREtne0 need et ered | | 
, sonetlad TTo em wos tk got even : iw mt 
») £atoags nai ets eniddon sat Bas Oy eassced a'vadd antes a 
a | . | al, gs + samdado! Ce yelqoog | 
‘exits sorttns’ to anolitia a! onosil eo Utali 08 ante ta08 Tou 
 @gaivil bas dof cael chorit gatob erAOD ods 9¥0 ‘Le ato i 
ord ntddtw eeseq ta od of ned? etom pokdton gatinew ba. Ulead 
.oblasue ybodyreve détw bas efotto yLtme’ ; | 
smi \woy sittw ees 1 
baa ytineonts ent to emoa esalansad BLs0o ew TL om of ames’ 
fomhmos ofat yLfmat neolxemA egateve edd af atatxe tesit saeshoos 
tad te3 yitankt Bew bitow altri? to anolsen ens neewted 
bard bite atsay seedt Ife tot aalystq seed ev' ow soseq gatvasivevs i 
| xsey guises edt gatgod taut a ‘To... gabor ‘tot gatsigtt ot ow 
ooseq To Sata test od ‘reno. an agitnd # 
eo. ttl dantd of mom ysa £ aed bat 
tyrisl voy tvods wo, .. .009 m3 ona 


Page 4 
Huh?......“hat did you say, Mary? 
(LAUGHING) Why, Jerry, haven't you been listening? | 
(SHEEPISHLY) Well...uh... I guese I was just sitting here, mostly 
watching you knit, Mary, or rather watching your hands move as 
you knitted. Your hands seemed to kinda keep time with the 
danoing of the flames in the fire. It was a pretty picture... 
That's no reason for you to stop, Mary. Go on knitting. 
I'm finiehed with the eweater, silly. 
Here, let me see it, Mawey ag. H-mem: Good for you, girl.. This 
sweater'll keep some soldier lad good and warm all right. 
ire, Robbins, do you have a small patch of white cloth I can use’ 
He-m-m, let's see. Yes, here's a little piece, Mary. 
That's just right. Thank you.... Now, Jerry, let me borrow your 
pen, will you? 
Sure, here it 1s but...Hey! You'll ruin that pen writing on that 
cloth with it, 
Just a couple more words, Jerry. There! Here's your pen back, 
Thank you! 
Here are some small pins, Mary. 
(CHUCKLES) Gonna pin it on the neck of the sweater where he'll 
find it first thing, huh? It's too bad you can’t attach your 
picture too. 
Hey, what's going on here? What did you write on that piece of 
clotn? 
Mary always sends a little note with the sweaters she knits for 
the Hed Cross, Jerry. 
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(CHUCKLES) Love and kisses from Mary Halloway. 
Mr, Hobbine: 
Let me see that note, Mary. 
No, It's none of your businese...Jerry, stop: You'll tear the 
sweater. 
Well, let go of 1%, then, I want to see what you wrote. 
All right, enarty, take it. There: 
fhe lad's a mite jealous, eh Bess? 
Writin' notes behind a feller's back. Fine business: 
Well, read it, Jerry, Before you get any more excited. 
Wait'll I bring 1t closer to the light. There...H-m-m. Well, 
I'll be jiggered! — 
What did she write, Jerry? Love end kisses from Mary? 
I apologize, Mary. Humbly and gladly. Here's what that swell 
girl of mine wrote, Jim. Listen,..(READING) To a brave soldiers, .. 
Good luck and God bless you...M.H....(STRAIGHT) Gee, that's swell, 
Mery. 
Fine, Mary, mighty fine. ; 
I...well, K just thought that maybe a little message like that 
would help whoever gets the sweater to know that the folke at 
home are really with him all the time. 
I was a chump to think you'd write anything else, Mary. 
it's all right, Jerry. 
Yes, Jerry, if Jim hadn't led you on.... 
(LAUGHS) 
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; Page 6 
What in the world are you laughing at, Jim Robbins? 
Bess, don't you know? (CHUCKLES) This takes me way back. Back 
to the time when I was about your age, Jerry... Funny, it took 
Mary's little message to remind me, after all these years. 
Jim Robbins, don't you dare! | 
Oh, why not, Besa? It's about time Jerry and Mary knew all about 
it, | 
Seems like I hear the rattling of a skeleton in the family closet. 
Oh, tell us, Mr. Robbins, Please! 
What do you say, Bess? 
What can I say? You'll tell them any way. (LAUGHS) All right, 
Jin. 
Well, all this happened way back like I eaid, I had just gotten 
my first job with the Forest Service...Ranger Elleworth hired me 
as & forest guard. 
Bert Ellsworth, our supervisor, Jim? 
Yeah, the same Bert. We've worked together through the years, 
Jerry. He was Ranger on the Moccasin District then and he took ne 
on during the winter, Our first job was to be a timber survey in 
the Blue Devils country. Bert was going to make a sale of the 
area in the spring and this was a big project. Well, after a lot 
of delays, weather, and one thing and another we final]y reached 


Blue Devils and pitched a little tent where we planned to camp for | 


2 month or so. We epent the first day on the job getting all 
settled and shipshape and the morning of the second day when we 


were gettin' ready to start out (FADE FOR FLASHBACK) on our field 
work, .. 
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(FADE IN) Jim, this is the first time we ever worked together, 
but I reckon I've known you long enough so I can speak my mind.. 
Hem—-m, nice pair of boots you've got. Brand new ain't they? 

Go ahead and speak your piece. The boots ain't got anything to 
do with it. 

Well, this ie it! I never figured you for the sour old codger 
you've turned out to be so far on this trip, Jim. Man, what in 
the world's got into you? I figured you were one fellow I'd 
really enjoy being out here with on this job...And what's 
happened? First, you hold us up for a full two daye on personal 
bueinees. I think that's what you said it was. | 
1a was personal business. Mighty personal. 

O.K., O.K.,Then, when we finally get away from Elk City you don't 
say two words and when I talk to you you just grunt. That's the 
way it was all day yesterday and I don't mind tellin’ you I don't 
look forward to being with you a whole month if that's the way 
it's goin’ to be all the time out here, 

Well, you can fire me, can't you? I don't see what my personal 


affaires has got to do with my work. 
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. Page 8 
You're wrong there, Jim. You haven't been with the Forest Serv: 
long enough to know that it's interested in the welfare of its 
men and at the same time 1t expects its men to be with it, heart 
and soul, on the Job. I don't mean we aim to pry into your 
private life but we are concerned when a man lets something get 
him down so bad it affects his work. If I didn't think you had 
plenty good stuff in you I wouldn't be shooting my mouth off this 
way. I just don't like to see you let yourself down this way 
right off the bat, Jim. You ought to make a good forester. 
I reckon I have acted kinda sour, Bert, and I 'preciate your tal! 
and I'm sorry, but I'm up against somehting I got to lick myself. 
Maybe, 1f you'll just bear with me, I'll enap out of it after 
while. 
Maybe I know more than you think, Jim, And folks in Elk City know 
more than you think, too, You're in love, Jim, bad in love. 
You're in love with Tom Richards' daughter. Yeah, the daughter o: 
Tom Richards down in Elk City. 
How do you know that? I don't go round advertisin' my courtin'. 
Everybody knows it, that knows you, Jin. It's been written all 
over you for a long time. And the girl's in love with you, too. 
That oughta make you feel better. 


Just the same she turned me down when I asked her to marry me. 
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: Page 9 
Look, you're not goin’ to like this but I'm goin’ to tell you 
anyway. Just ‘cause you've been » rough and hearty fellow all 
your life, 1s no reason for you to think you oan go about getting 
a wife like you go about roping a stray heifer. And that's about 
the way you've done your courtin’, isn't 1t? I know doggoned wel) 
- you're gentle as a lamb inside and I'll bet Richards’ girl knows 
that too. All ehe wanted you to do was show her. 
I...I reckon maybe you're right, Bert. 4nd I guess I knew it all 
along. That's what musta prompted me to send her that wagon load 
of flowers day before we left Elk City. 
You what!?! 
Yeah, I loaded a buckboard full of flowers and got 5111 Butler to 
take ‘em to her, day ‘fore we left. 
That wae swell, Jim! 
YEah? Then how come she didn't acknowledge gettin’ them? I 
expected her to send some word, say thanks or something, but 
nothin’ doin', All I got from out her way yesterday was theee 
boots I ordered from her Dad's store. 
Oh, I wouldn't worry none about that. She's probably savin' her 
thanks ‘till you get back to Elk City next month and she oan give 
. tem personally, 
Well, mebbe so...Well, I've got my new boots on. Let's go to 
work, | 


All right...You feel any better, Jim? 
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Page 10 
Some, Bert, thanks to you...(FOOTSTEPS) Guess I'll pick up the 
stuff outside, 
that's a nice-looking pair of boots, Jim, How do they feel? 
Can't tell yet. Got to wear 'em a bit....li-m=-m, Feels like 
somethin's wrone with this right one. ‘Somethin' stickin' up in 
the sole of it...Vogrone it, Bert, I got to take it off and see 
what's the matter. 
Go ahead, We “ot time. 
(SVISH OF LEATHER THONGS) Won't take but a minute to get these 
laces out... there.,.Now let's see what's.... 
What's wrons, Jim? A nail sticking up through? 
Nope, it's something under the inner sole. iiakes a lump...‘/ell, 
I got to pull the inner sole out I reckon. Wait'll I «et on old 
Nan -iicheards about this, 
Better go easy on how you talk to -‘ichards, Jim. You misht be 
sassing your future daddy-in-lavw. 
“ell, I'll be jiggered. Look here. It's a wad of paper stuck 
under the inner sole. Of all the careless work I ever saw... 
Don't throw that avay, Jim, Looks like there's writin’ on it. 
Here, imme that...(PAPER CRACKLUS) Well...well.. (CHUCKLLS) 
Imaine thet! Imarine that!...I got to get this boot back on in 
a hurry, Bert... there! 


Hey, where you coin'? 
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Reckon you'll have to start this job without me, Bert, But tO 
be back. Yes sir! (GOING OFF) I'll be back in three or four 
days. 
Hey, what's the iden? What'd the gal write? 
Wanta see it? Here... 
H-n-m It says (READING) Jim, you crazy goose, Of course cise 
marry you. Any time! Love, (FADE) Pess Nichards. 


FADE IN ALL LAUGHING 


So that's the way it happened? And you've been together ever 
since! 

(LAUGHING) Yes, Mary, 4nd was I surprised when Jim came rushing 
in late that very night. He woke the whole household up. 

I vasn't aimin' to waste any more time courting you, Bess. 

I think it was all gloriously romantic. ‘What are you so 
tickled about, Jerry? 

(LAU::HING) I always understood the best way to a man's heart was 
throuch his stomach, (LAUGHS) This 1s the first time I've ever 
heard of approaching a man's heart through his feet. 


ALL LAUGH - OUT 
HUSICAL FINALE 


ANNOUNCER: Uncle Sam's Forest iangers comes to you ench Friday during the 


Uational Farm and Home Hour as a presentation of the tational 
Broadcasting Company, with the cooperation of the Forest Service, 


United States Department of Agriculture, 
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